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For Djurdja Barlett

Researcher
examines
socialist
fashion
By Beth Hughes
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Djurdja Barlett, a research
fellow at the London College
of Fashion, University of the
Arts London, spent 10 years
researching socialist fashion,
a topic that sounds like the
punch line to a joke about
women and tractors.

“I think some of her col- |
leagues were dubiousabout |

the project when she first
described it to them,” says
Roger Conover, executive |
editor for the arts for the |

MIT Press, which published
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Barlett’s book “FashionEast:

e . s gty v " : % - 3 9 el . R ; . ol s : : - : ]
Fhe Spectre That Haunted I'here was a time when men needing professional or everyday apparel had few

Bocialiam® lastEall. ' options outside of downtown retailers. But these days, style-savvy guys have an ever-
Rarlett. whao was hornand . /i increasing number of cutting-edge options for clothing, accessories and grooming

raised in Croatia, then part of right in their own 1'|i"lf_{|:1]:|-!ﬂ.']1i'n'|fi.‘-'-. :

the former Yugoslavia, says : “It's a new generation of retailers. It's the new neighborhood shops that are what's

shamnyiatiisd n el oo i newer and cooler,” says Robert Patterson, owner of Lower

subject from the moment she Haight store Revolver. ¢ ¢ Il' 1,

began thinking about the If there & LA :1!:!:1:- h."' ik rrF_t’IhL*{‘xnu:!ud:lng L style r

complicated, often contra- . landscape in the city right now, it’s the Mission District, where  The Brooklyn

dictory topic. . Bay Area newcomers such as New York-based F.5.C. Barber Circus: Varsity

. She organized socialist : and a brother company, clothing rel:n_]tr E_"ru::nun'rs Sporting jackets, |".-[:-|‘i-;|1iv-

fashion into three groupings: | C]uil:u:n re planning an early May opening just up the street ﬁ'r:l_-m hats and suede

the desire for post-revolu- | Selt ]-.d.J:tg, which hlzr.- i'.ulff:*n a de:-;tumtu.ml tor cult Japanese {EE'H.HH brogues are

tionary egalitarian, practical | h.t'nnrl.a since opening in 2005 and has since expanded to New snetialties at the

utopian dress that lasted ' York and Los Angeles. : s 1.1"'“]:“..1 u.ﬁt oot

through the 1920s; official ! A few blocks up on Valencia, the Common relocated from s e

state-sanctioned fashion that SoMa in early March and brought with it its nostalgically prep-  StOT®

emerged in the 1930s; and an py shirts and men’s accessories. Street wear label Benny Gold

: £ B e i o
everyday Western-influ- ; : 3
enced style that emerged in Men's sbops continues on C4

Rawrfett continies oi C2




